CO LOUTH ARCHÆOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Hon. Secretary’s Report for 2011 to the Annual General Meeting

Membership: Twenty-three new members were welcomed to the Society during the year; their names are given in the final paragraph of this report. Losses numbered thirty-nine; twenty-five were deemed to have lapsed, nine resigned and five were taken from us by death. These last were Mr Larry Conlon, Ms Melosina Lenox-Conyngham, Mr Patrick McMahon, Mr Patrick Torris and Mr Patrick Tuite. At the end of the year membership stood at 725, including one honorary member and 42 life members.
Competition: The overall winner was Maria McArdle, Kilcurry N.S. for her entry on a vaulted structure at Sheelagh. She was commended for drawing attention to a structure that was not well known. The next prize in the Primary School category went to Órla Molloy, Walshestown N.S. for recording a 1733 gravestone at Rathdrumin graveyard. The first prize in the Secondary School category went to Eleanor Rogers for drawing attention to a corn stand at Carricknashanagh, Monasterboice. The first prize in the adult section was for the minutes of the Society for the Preservation of the Irish Language (1876-1880). Other entries covered a wide range of topics including a cannon ball, a limekiln, wills, leases and a selection of interesting bottles. The full listing of results is available on the Society’s website at: http://www.clahs.com
Lectures: Six lectures were held during the year: ‘Recent Excavations at Rossnaree’ by Dr Conor Brady in Drogheda on 24 February; ‘Richard Fitzralph: The Prelate and the People’ by Dr Michael Dunne in Dundalk on 9 March; ‘The Táin in the Modern Landscape’ by Dermot Somers in Carlingford on 24 March; ‘Life in the Medieval Boroughs of Siddan, Drumcondrath and Nobber’ by Matt Seaver in Ardee on 27 October; ‘Peter Rice: Dundalk’s Most Famous Engineer’ by Prof. J. Philip O’Kane in Dundalk on 10 November; ‘Castles of Counties Louth and Meath’ by P. David Sweetman in Drogheda on 24 November.
Excursions: The excursion programme started on 28 May with an enjoyable visit to Killineer House and Gardens where the group was shown around the house and gardens by Charles and Eithne Carroll. There was also time to visit the site of the medieval church and the graveyard. 

The all-day outing on 25 June was to mid-Ulster. The first stop was the Ulster-American Folk Park near Omagh. A visit to the museum and a walk around the folk park provided an insight into the journey from the ‘Old World’ to the ‘New World’ as experienced by the Mellon family from their small farm house in the early 1800s to the land of ‘promise’ where Thomas Mellon set up the Mellon bank. Next stop was the Beaghmore complex of early Bronze Age megalithic features, stone circles and cairns. The final stop was Springhill House, Moneymore, a seventeenth-century plantation house owned by the Lenox-Conyngham family for ten generations. A lovely meal at the Bluebell restaurant concluded an enjoyable day. 

Bryan Rogers on 30 June lead a successful evening trip to the fish (salmon) weirs at Castlebellingham. These are the only remains of a tidal fishing weir in Co Louth and the present structures date from the 1700s.

The excursion on 27 August lead by Paul Gosling followed the trail of the Táin in north Louth and Cooley. Starting at Dún Dealgan, various sites associated with the Táin were taken in, these included Faughart, Rockmarshall, Riverstown (River Cronn), Windy Gap (Long Woman’s Grave) and Clermont Pass (River Colptha).
The final excursion on 11 September visited archaeological sites in the Ardee/Collon area. Dr Conor Brady took the group to Slieve Breagh, the site of a barrow cemetery and other earthworks. It is also a peak with spectacular views. The second site visited was Lismore fort, Smarmore. Fr Michael Murtagh P.P. then spoke at Smarmore Church and graveyard and the outing finished at Hurlstone. 

Journal: The 2010 Journal (Vol. 27, No. 2) was distributed in March. Members in arrears with their subscriptions did not receive the Journal but may obtain a copy by forwarding the appropriate amount to the Hon. Treasurer. Members are reminded that contributions to the Journal are always welcome. Articles, long or short, notes and queries may be sent to the editor at any time.
Council meetings and general meetings: The business of the Society was transacted at eleven Council meetings, which were held in Ardee (3), Drogheda (4) and Dundalk (4). Our thanks are renewed to those who provided accommodation and hospitality for these meetings. The Annual General Meeting was held at the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda on 26 January. 
Canice O’Mahony and Jan Van Dessel, two long-serving members, have retired from the Council and at the December meeting they were thanked and their contributions acknowledged.
Planning Matters: During the year attention was drawn to the fact that subsidence and collapse had taken place at Donaghmore souterrain (Recorded Monument LH006-06002). Befitting its importance, the conserved souterrain is a National Monument (No. 526) in the guardianship of the State and has been open to the public for many years. Access to the souterrain is not allowed at the moment for safety reasons. It is understood that the souterrain will remain closed pending an engineer’s report and any repair works deemed necessary by the OPW.
Inconsistencies in the handling of planning applications at the site in recent years were noted by the Society. Two separate applications to build near the site were lodged with Louth County Council in recent years (Planning Ref Nos. 071847 and 081372). In both cases in line with standard policy the Planning Office sent the applications to the Department of the Environment and in each case the Department noted that the proposed development was within the zone of archaeological potential around the souterrain and requested that an Archaeological Impact Assessment be prepared and submitted as further information. However, the Planning Section complied with the Department’s recommendation in only one case (081372) while in the other case (071847), immediately adjacent to the souterrain, no Archaeological Impact Assessment was sought and planning permission was granted without any conditions relating to the archaeology of this nationally important site. 

Louth County Council has acknowledged that it was not their intention to ignore archaeological recommendations but unfortunately due to human error the Department’s recommendation was not included in the grant of planning permission (07/1847). The Planning Authority now advises that a series of checks and balances have now been built into the planning system.

The 1896 Drogheda Borough boundary stone on the Ballymakenny road has been returned close to its original location by Drogheda Borough Council.
Archaeological Discoveries: A field walk took place at Annagassan on 26 March. The finds included pottery, flint, bone, iron and other miscellaneous objects. The Viking exhibition featuring objects from the National Museum and the County Museum’s own collection was opened at the County Museum and runs until February 2012. It highlights the nature and extent of Viking activity under a variety of different topics during their period in the county. The story behind the discovery and ultimate identification of the Linn Duachaill site in Annagassan is also included. The County Museum also hosted a weekend conference on 22/23 October entitled ‘Raiders, Traders and Innovators – The Vikings and County Louth’. 
New Members (23): Charles Angel, Jane Angel, Kevin Beahan, Gerard Bishop, Michelle Markey Butler, Margaret Campbell, Teresa Carney, Fionnula Cullen, Joseph Cunningham, Owen Hanratty, Conor M. Kenny, Peter Anthony McDermott, Gareth McMahon, Peter Murphy, Jim O'Callaghan, Ms Mary O’Rourke, Anne Papworth, Ann Brown Ritchie, Simon Rollitt, Chris Ryan, Barry Segrave, Carmel Taaffe and James D. Wynne.
December 2011  					Séamus Bellew (Hon. Secretary)












